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Introduction
After the publication of PISA results in December 2016, education issues were in the focus of a continuous
social debate.

However, there was a lack of meaningful efforts to use the momentum for a more

comprehensive remedy of the issues of education in Kosovo. In this regard there were serious shortcomings in
implementation of the Kosovo Education Development Plan (KESP) 2017‐2021, approved by the Kosovo
Government in December 2016. As a matter of fact the plan was not followed by meaningful budget
allocations for 2017 or the following years.
In September 2017, the new Kosovo Curriculum started to be rolled out to all pre‐university education
institutions in Kosovo. However, there is overall agreement that the process was started without due
preparations, whereas schools are reporting significant difficulties in relation with curriculum development.
National and local elections of 2017 had a significant impact to avert the attention of the public away from
educational issues and have slowed down pace of implementation of the agreed reforms.
KEC programmes are focused in four often mutually interrelated areas:

1. Improvement of education quality:
During 2017, KEC started implementation of two new projects in the field of quality: After School Support for
Teens (ASSET), a five‐year project funded by the USAID and School Development Grants, a project of thirty
motnhs financed by MEST through a World Bank loan. Apart from these, KEC continued to further consolidate
the early childhood programmes and to encourage schools in using advantages provided by the new
technologies through the “School Me” project.
In the same field of quality assurance, 849 persons participated in training events organized by KEC with a total
of 30,812 training hours.

2. Human rights
Apart from protection of children from violence, projects in the field of human rights focused in improving the
position of children of Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian communities. EU SIMRAES 2 project, financed by the
European Union continues to support 10 learning centres around Kosovo and is offering 200 annual bursaries
to secondary school students from among these communities. On the other hand, project TOGETHER, funded
by the Roma Education Fund (REF) continued to support pre‐school children of the three communities aiming
to facilitate a successful start of their compulsory education. Kosovision Contest, which was implemented for
eight years in a row, was closed in 2017.

3. Networking and participation in policymaking
During 2017 KEC actively participated in developing local action plans for education and communities and also
supported the process of drafting of the strategic plan of the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare (MLSW).
During the reporting year, KEC also engaged in monitoring implementation of the KESP and the Strategy for
Integration of Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian communities.

4. Research in the field of education
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KEC did not engage in separate research projects, but numerous research was carried out as part of other
projects implemented by the organization, such as KEEN and other projects.
During 2017 KEC completed the process of certification of the quality management system according to the
ISO 9001:2015 standard, with a focus in the field of management of projects and training events. Besides,
advanced systems for management of book‐keeping and accounting were also part of the certification process.
Following are more detailed reports on key projects implemented by KEC during 2017.

1. IMPROVEMENT OF QUALITY IN EDUCATION
1.1. Early Childhood Education
Early Childhood Education Programme is based on the renowned methodology of “Step by Step” and targets
children until age of 10. During 2017, this programme was implemented by four main projects: “Encouraging
Innovation for Equality and Access” and “K‐RAE‐EYN Network,” financed by OSF‐London, “Provision of books
sets for first grade children” with support from MoneyGram International, and “Families and Children in
Education (FACE),” in cooperation with and support from the University of Zurich.
Apart from these three projects, the Programme has implemented a number of training events supported by
the “Step by Step”, either as part of KEC projects or in cooperation with other partners.

1.1.1. Encouraging Innovation for Equality and Access
The Project started to be implemented in 2016 in close cooperation with MEST and the Faculty of Education.
The main focus of the project is implementation of the “Quality Resource Pack” ‐ QRP, designed by the
International Step by Step Association (ISSA), which provides an ample model for ensuring quality of services in
early childhood. This initiative has set up a functional network of professionals in Kosovo.
The main three project components are the following:
1) Finalization of the design and distribution of the Quality Resource Pack,
2) Building of capacity of pre‐school institutions,
3) Organization of the system for improvement of quality of monitoring.
The main results:
The pack of competencies is being successfully applied by pre‐school institutions. During this phase, four
support workshops were organized for coordinators and educators from each institution participating in the
implementation of project activities. In these meetings information was disseminated on the institutional self‐
evaluation system for participating pre‐school institutions, which enabled them to gain a fuller picture about
their operations, as well as about the quality of services provided for children 3‐6 years of age. Educators and
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directors from other pre‐school institutions also participated in these events to become familiar with the
package of educator competencies.
Thirty inspectors and municipal officers were trained in using the utilization of the pack. They all received the
respective electronic database, which allows effective monitoring of the application of competencies in pre‐
school institutions. The training was divided in two parts: the monitoring part using the assessment instrument
made available by a kindergarten in Pristina, and the practical part during which participants could practice
using the database. The same training was organized for teachers of the Faculty of Education and for a number
of school directors.
A group of teachers of the Faculty of Education drafted a document for assessment of student practical
teaching based on the pack of competencies. At the same, time KEC and SOS Kinderdorf and Balkan
Sunflowers have initiated drafting and publication of a manual with good practices for development of
competencies.

1.1.2. K‐RAE‐EYN Network
The Network is based on the concept of REYN (Romani Early Years Network), developed by OSI and aims to
support equal access to education of Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian children of 0‐10 years of age, by advocating
inclusion and for improvement of quality of the provided services. K‐RAE‐EYN Network aims to support the
education community to facilitate social inclusion and quality education for children of Roma, Ashkali, and
Egyptian communities. The Network supports exchange of knowledge and advocates quality education for
Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian children. Members of the Network are also offered opportunities to participate in
professional development events, exchange good practices, and establish cooperation and partnerships within
the Network and with members of the REYN Networks in other countries.
The Project is in its second phase since January 2017 and will continue until April 2018.
The main results:
Regular Board meetings were organized with representatives of five organizations: Balkan Sunflowers, Save
the Children, Novo Koncepti, KEC, and Bethany Christian Service. During 2017 the Network has expanded with
new members to reach the total number of 85 individual and institutional members who support education
and welfare of Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian children.
Several workshops were organized for Network members on themes that were proposed by member
organizations. Beside, once a month, members of the KRAEEYN were in position to discuss and learn about
cooperation with parents, activities in support of child development and other relevant issues and themes. In
November and December, two workshops were organized with movies shot on the theme of lives of Roma
community followed by debates. It is planned to organize such monthly projections and debates every month
until the completion of the project. These movies are selected from among a list of 100 movies made available
by a support project implemented by NGO‐s Somani and ROMAWOOD. Two students – members of this
community – completed their internship of 5 months, which was seen as an opportunity to learn and to
support activities of K‐RAE‐EYN and other similar projects in this field.

1.1.3. Supplying first grade students with sets of books for children
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Go
oal of this pro
oject was to supply first grade studeents in Kosovvo and Mace
edonia with sets
s of readeers designed
d
to improve liteeracy skills att a young agge. The proje
ect also train
ns and monittors teacherss in using these readers,,
shaaring of liteerature and stories with
h children and promotees reading and
a creative storytellingg. The panell
consisting of rrepresentativves of MESTT, Faculty off Education, KEC, parentts, education
n experts an
nd teachers,,
sellected 15 reeaders from among the ISSA “Readiing Corner”, which weree then desiggned to be placed
p
in an
n
atttractive cartton box. Pu
ublication of
o the bookks took longger than fo
oreseen, primarily becaause of the
e
ortthographic mistakes
m
thaat needed to
o be correctted and lateer delays du
uring the prrinting proceess with the
e
priinting house. The Foundation for Education and Cultural Inittiatives Step by Step wass responsiblee for design,,
publication and distributio
on of the reaaders in Macedonia. Thee donor, Mo
oneyGram Foundation, selected
s
the
e
jud
do champion
n Majlinda Keelmendi as th
he media personality to promote reaaders.

The main resullts
The Kosovo teaam managed
d to print 3800 sets of reeaders insteaad of the origginally plann
ned 2400 setts; this came
e
as a result of managing
m
to
o negotiate a lower printting price. Thus, apart frrom 1,515 fiirst grade claasses in 600
0
priimary schools, a number of pre‐prim
mary classes were also supplied
s
with
h these read
ders both in schools and
d
kin
ndergartens. In Macedonia, first graade classes with instrucction in Albaanian were supplied witth 800 sets,,
wh
hereas 500 seets were disttributed in scchools with instruction
i
in
n Macedoniaan.

1.1
1.4. Familiees and child
dren in educcation (FACE)
FACE is an ed
ducation pro
oject that aiims to supp
port children
n coming fro
om marginaalised areas to increase
e
aw
wareness regarding the need
n
for deveelopment off their compeetencies. FACE provides tailor‐made activities to
o
ide
entify their talents and strengths, as a first sttep towards a positive self‐identityy. Besides, students
s
are
e
sup
pported and
d encouraged
d to presentt themselvess and their abilities
a
and, most imporrtantly, to trry to involve
e
parents in this process. Forr teachers, th
his is a wond
derful opporttunity to gett to know the
eir students and familiess
better. The FACE Programm
me promotees quality of living and leearning in a multi‐cultura
m
al and multi‐‐ethnic area..
The teaching material inccludes threee brochures dealing witth the issuee of identityy, abilities, talents and
d
intterests, emo
otions and heeritage and are dedicateed to groups of 4‐6, 7‐9
9 and 10‐12 years of age. Materialss
9

we
ere published
d on www.fface‐lifeskills.com . Some
e of the themes addresssed are the following: "About self",,
"M
My family and
d I", "My frieends", "My preferred places", "My ab
bilities", "Fee
elings"," My body and heealth"," How
w
I so
olve conflictss".
The main resullts
In June the lau
unching of the project w
was organizeed with the participation
n of representatives of MEST,
M
MED,,
sch
hools, and learning cen
ntres. This event
e
promp
pted interestt of many schools
s
and learning ceentres to be
e
inccluded in thee project acctivities. In October
O
two
o training evvents were organized
o
with participaation of fiftyy
teaachers and llearning faciilitators. Botth trainings were facilitaated by train
ners comingg from the University
U
off
Zurich, which is also financcing this train
ning. Initially, two schools with instru
uction in Serb
bian languagge expressed
d
the
eir interest to participatee in project activities,
a
butt later withdrew from it.

1.2. After Scchool Sup
pport for Teens
T
(ASSET)
On
n June 6th 2
2017, Kosova Education
n Centre (KEEC) signed a cooperativve agreement with USA
AID. KEC iss

im
mplementingg ASSET on behalf of USAID
U
in partnership with
w FHI 360
0 and Crimsson Capital.. ASSET is a
fivve‐year initiiative desiggned to ben
nefit upper secondary schools in Kosovo, (sserving grad
des 10‐12)..
ASSSET’s main objective is to develo
op employaability and entreprene
e
urial skills in
i Youth, in
ncrease thee
likelihood of them makking informed career choices, an
nd increase
e their posiitive attitud
de towardss
Program’s motto
m
is “Prreparing Ko
osovo Youth
h for 21st Century
C
Life and Work”. ASSET’ss
futture. The P
aim
ms and activities are aligned with
h Kosovo’s Education
E
S
Strategic
Plaan, its curriculum fram
mework and
d
its Core Curricculum for upper secon
ndary schools, in particular the currriculum areea of “Life and
a Work”.
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ASSET includes the following three main activities:
1. Developing Life and Work Competences
2. Careers and Entrepreneurial Education
3. Connecting Schools to Business and the Community

The main results:
1. Developing life and work competences
The Program has identified two partner schools to start Program activities for year one, the
gymnasium “Xhevdet Doda” in Pristina and gymnasium “Hajdar Dushi” in Gjakova. The Program
signed MOUs with both municipalities and respective schools. Both schools have selected suitable
venues which will be used for establishment of Careers and Enterprise Hubs (makerspace). The
Program team has started the procurement procedures and some of the equipment is already
procured and placed in the Program office. In addition, the Program has established a model
makerspace in the office, which will be used for training purposes. In order to help high school
students to develop skills, competences and attitudes that will be useful when they become
employed or establish their own businesses, the ASSET Program has identified ten soft skill sets
relating to employability. They are: 1) Critical thinking skills; 2) Communication skills; 3) Problem
solving skills; 4) Creativity; 5) Emotional Intelligence; 6) Conscientiousness; 7) Perseverance; 8)
Teamwork; 9) Information gathering (research) skills; and 10) Entrepreneurial Skills.
Within each skill set ASSET has identified a number of observable behaviour indicators which
students can use for self‐assessment purposes and teachers can use for formative assessment and for
reporting purposes.
2. Careers and entrepreneurial education
The MEST has developed a careers portal www.busulla.com in cooperation with LuxDev, “Smart Bits”
and “Basic Check” of Switzerland. In addition, they are developing a Guidebook for the
implementation of a Career Guidance Information System in Kosovo schools. The Program has also
signed a Letter of Intent with Lux Development to agree on areas of partnership. In terms of
entrepreneurship education, the Program, through the partner Crimson Capital, has appointed a lead
consultant for financial literacy and establishing student enterprises in schools.
3. Connecting schools to business and the community
The Program has signed Letters of Intent with the following organizations: IPKO Foundation, Cacttus
Education, J‐Coders, and KAMA (Kosovo Apparel Marketing Association). These letters intend to set
areas of partnership in supporting different activities of students as well as connecting schools with
businesses. The Program has also prepared the Scopes of Work for local consultants, to be engaged
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through Crim
mson Capital, to suppo
ort preparattion of guid
delines and
d agreemen
nts for coop
peration off
hools and businesses. In additio
on, the Pro
ogram, thro
ough FHI 360,
3
has identified an
n American
n
sch
company “Blo
ock by Blocck” who will provide a training program
p
and
d platform on Youth Community
C
y
Maapping.

1.3. School Developm
ment Gran
nts (SDG)
Sch
hool Develop
pment Grantts (SDG) is sub‐compone
ent 1.3 of the Education Support Insstitutional Prroject (ESIP)..
The main goal of this sub‐ccomponent is strengthening of the school
s
capaccity financed
d by public fu
unds to plan
n
and manage ttheir resourcces, as well as to prom
mote civic en
ngagement by involvingg teachers, parents
p
and
d
community in planning, im
mplementatio
on and monittoring of sch
hool activitie
es. The project is being im
mplemented
d
by the Ministryy of Educatio
on, Science and
a Technolo
ogy (MEST) and
a financed
d by a World Bank loan, whereas
w
KEC
C
is engaged
e
for technical asssistance.
The project ideea is to supp
port schools design deveelopment plaans and projject proposaals that servee to achieve
e
the
e above mentioned goals. These project propossals are ten financed byy MEST. So far,
f 140 schools around
d
Kosovo have been selected
d to benefit ffrom the opp
portunity to be supporte
ed by the SDG
G project in the process..
An
nother 20 of the 177 schools that have participatted in earlier phases of the
t project, will be able to compete
e
forr school gran
nts within thee new projecct. The contrract for proviiding supporrt for the imp
plementation
n of the SDG
G
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pro
oject betweeen MEST and
d KEC was siigned on 5 June 2017, while
w
project activities arre expected to complete
e
by 31 Decembeer 2019.
The main resullts
The project orgganised train
ning in the field of schoo
ol developmeent planning (SDP) in planning of sch
hool projectss
forr the 140 seelected schoo
ols. It also provided
p
inteensive one‐d
day training for 109 schools in the competition
n
sch
heme. Apartt from trainiing, the network of field experts off the projecct provided support
s
to the
t selected
d
sch
hools in deveelopment of school projeect proposalss.

The support fo
or selected schools
s
resullted in 140 school
s
develo
opment plan
ns and 140 school
s
project‐proposalss
witthin the set deadlines an
nd accordingg to the requ
uired standaards. Besidess, in line with
h the plan of action and
d
the
e SDG Manu
ual, the Proje
ect managed
d to submit to
t the Projecct Coordinatiion Unit (PCU
U) 140 grantt application
n
pack by the selected
s
schools. Only one
o of the selected sch
hools withdrrew from th
he applicatio
on with the
e
jusstification th
hat they do not have the staff trained to carrry out the process of drafting
d
the application
n
package. This school was replaced byy MEST with
h another scchool, who also received the needeed technicall
asssistance. Ou
ut of the 177 schools frrom the com
mpetitive sch
heme, 109 participated in the train
ning and 57
7
sub
bmitted theiir application
ns.
Maain challenges of the prroject includ
de the follow
wing: local elections,
e
lack of experiience amongg schools in
n
developing pro
oject‐proposals, as well as
a lack of prroject staff w
within the MEST / PCU. The
T main pro
oject resultss
could be brieflyy summarise
ed as followss:
 262 m
members of sttaff coming from
f
the 140
0 selected scchools traine
ed in school development
d
t planning;
 250 m
members of sttaff coming from
f
the 140
0 selected scchools trainin
ng school pro
oject‐propossals;
 171 reepresentatives of the co
ompeting sch
hools were ttrained in drrafting of sch
hool develop
pment planss
and scchool projectt‐proposals;
 140 Scchool Develo
opment Planss drafted by the selected
d schools
 140 scchool projectt‐proposals developed
d
byy the selecteed schools
 140 paackages for grant
g
applicaations approvved by SGAB
B/ MEST.
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1.4. SchoolMe
The project “SchoolMe” started with implementation in Kosovo in March 2016. The project is funded by the
Kosovo Foundation for Open Society (KFOS) and is being implemented by the Kosova Centre of Education
(KEC) in partnership with the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST) and the Municipal
Education Departments (MED) of fifteen municipalities where the project is being piloted: Pristina, Peja,
Gjakova, Gjilan, Vushtrri, Podujeva, Hani i Elezit, Istog, Rahovec, Malisheva, Lipjan, Suhareka, Fushë Kosova,
Shtime and Drenas. The main goal of the project is to train teachers to improve student learning competencies
as set out in the Kosovo Curriculum Framework by using the digital platform “SchoolMe” and other online
resources in the process of instruction.
At the outset of the project implementation, a number of activities were implemented that focus on providing
technical conditions for the utilization of the platform in classrooms, registration of teachers and students for
using the platform, and training of teachers to integrate the digital platform in their teaching methodologies.
In September 2016, sixteen (16) schools were selected to utilise the digital platform in the process of
instruction. More than 750 teachers and 6500 students from these schools used the opportunity to use the
platform both at school and home. The great interest among schools to use innovative approaches and digital
teaching in the process of instruction resulted in an increased number (from 16 to 23) schools benefiting from
the project; at the same time, the number of teachers who are using the platform increased to 909, whereas
the number of students using the “SchoolMe” reached 8054.
After the first year of implementation of the “SchoolMe” Platform, it was decided to analyse the level and
quality of its implementation through monitoring activities and five separate researches, that provided the
needed information regarding its quality, teacher and student perceptions on the benefits of using it, and the
impact it has when utilised in classroom instruction. Researches carried out until the end of 2017, showed that
teachers consider the digital platform “SchoolMe” as a very good tool to facilitate implementation of the
Kosovo Curriculum Framework, in particular when considering the lack of school textbooks in line with the
reformed curricula. Besides, the way the platform is designed and the flexible access teachers have to its
learning materials allows them to organized content in line with the structure of the New Curriculum
Framework. This comes very handy for the implementation of instruction contents according to the new
curricula. On the other hand, quality of the materials and 24/7 availability provides unique learning
opportunities for the development of student competencies. At the end of the project, research reports will be
published and made available to all stakeholders.
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The main resullts:
The following rresults were achieved du
uring 2017:
1. Registration of teachers and students who were
e involved in
n the project during 2017
7. – This con
ncerns seven
n
new schools, w
who expresseed their read
diness to usee the platforrm by using own school lap‐tops and
d projectors..
All teachers an
nd 200 studeents from eaach of the se
even schoolss were registtered and allowed accesss to use the
e
plaatform.
2. Updating off student and teachers’ lists for the 16 schools benefiting
b
in
n the first year of implem
mentation. –
This process im
mplies the reegistration off all studentss from the previous yearr in a higher grade of insttruction and
d
rep
placement of the students from the same schooll who have completed
c
th
he respective
e level of edu
ucation with
h
new students aattending thee school.
3. Organisation
n of a reflecttion worksho
op with scho
ool directors and coordinators of the schools ben
nefiting from
m
the
e “SchoolMee” Platform. – The worksshop was held from 6‐8 June
J
2017 in
n Durrës, Alb
bania with th
he main goall
to analyse projject accomplishments in the benefitiing schools aand identification of challenges in the process off
pro
oject implem
mentation.
4. Analysis of the functio
oning of the platform in
n beneficiaryy schools. – From 5‐12
2 July 2017, a companyy
commissioned to analyse functioningg of the Plaatform in th
he selected schools, vissited 18 outt of the 20
0
benefiting scho
ools and drafted a situattion report with
w concretee recommen
ndations on ways
w
to imprrove variouss
asp
pects and eleements of th
he Platform.
5. Organisatio
on of researrch regardin
ng advantagges of usingg the “SchoolMe” Platfform in the process off
insstruction. – SSince the “ScchoolMe” Plaatform is being implemeented for thee first time in
n Kosovo, it was
w decided
d
to carry out fivve research modules
m
durring the seco
ond year of the piloting phase,
p
with the
t purpose of providingg
the
e needed infformation regarding the advantages of utilizing the Platform in the proceess of instrucction. Duringg
2017, the reseaarch was com
mpleted on the
t perceptio
on of teacheers on the ad
dvantages of using the platform. Two
o
mo
ore research
hes are in their final stagge, one on Student
S
Percceptions on benefits of using the Platform, and
d
another one o
on Evaluatingg the Qualityy of online resources.
r
The fourth re
esearch mod
dule that foccuses on the
e
efffects of utilissation of online resourcees is in the process of implementatio
on. The fifth research mo
odule on the
e
impact of usingg of online reesources on the quality of
o teaching will
w be carried
d out during 2018.
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6. Organisation of monitoring in beneficiary schools. – During September 2017 a protocol was drafted for the
monitoring of implementation of the “SchoolMe” Platform in classrooms and school principals were trained in
using the protocol. Later, during November, 13 out of 18 beneficiary schools were monitored as part of project
activities. Monitoring was carried out through interviews with school principals, meetings with teachers, as
well as visitation of 2‐5 teachers in their classes.

1.5. Development of critical thinking through reading and writing (RWCT)
The programme “Reading and writing for critical thinking ‐ RWCT” started with implementation in the
year 2000. Immense interest among teachers to attend this training programme and its applicability
for classroom implementation in various levels of education and curricular fields made way for KEC to
collaborate with a number of local and international institutions (such as MEST, OSI, KFOS, UNICEF,
World Bank, KulturKontakt, etc.), in supporting professional development of around 8000 teachers
around Kosovo.
RWCT has been accredited by the State Council of Teacher Licensing as a basic programme for
teacher professional development consisting of 120 training hours. Techniques and strategies
employed by the RWCT have been used for the development of a number of other teacher training
programmes, such as: Education against corruption, Ethics and institutional integrity, Mathematics
and teaching of mathematics, etc.
The main results
Notwithstanding the large number of teachers trained by this programme, there is still significant
interest among teachers to participate in its implementation due to its adaptability for classroom
application. Despite the great interest among teachers though, MEST and MED‐s do not see its
implementation as a funding priority. By end of 2016 a group of 35 teachers from the Municipality of
Suhareka started attending the RWCT course as a fully self‐financing initiative. During 2016, two
seminars were organized for this group, whereas the remaining five seminars and the class
monitoring took place during the first part of 2017. After initial accomplishments of this group,
another group was established with 39 teachers from the municipalities of Suhareka and Prizren, who
attended RWCT training parallel with the first group. This group was also organised on a self‐
financing basis.
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2. HUMAN RIGHTS
2.1. Kosovision Contest
The year 2017 was the ninth and last year of implementation of the KOSOVISION Contest project, that started
being implemented as a small project with an initiative of the Swiss KFOR and the University of Zurich in the
region of Prizren only to turn later into a prominent national competition including all fifth grade students in
the country. Through a continuous support from the Swiss Development Agency (SDC), the project transferred
implementation responsibility from the University of Zurich (PHZH) to the local organisation Kosova Education
Centre (KEC), whereas Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST) was involved as a partner,
participating in the financing of the project. After six years of implementation, MEST extended its support for
another period of three years (2014 to 2017), by setting up a project steering committee, providing support for
project implementation, liaising with the Municipal Education Departments and schools, and participating in
and monitoring project activities, etc.
During the ten years of its operation, the project promoted the same idea: students’ opinion about the future
of Kosovo focusing on four main themes: education, infrastructure and environment, economy, and co‐
existence. In these projects they expressed their vision for a future Kosovo.
The project targeted all fifth grade primary school children from all ethnic communities, as well as teachers
working with students of the fifth grade, school management, parents and the community.
The main results:
Workshops. – Between September and November 2016, teaching staff and students held joint workshops
regarding the present and future of Kosovo, discussing the themes given by the project. In these workshops
students designed posters about their ideas and visions of the future. They also designed a project idea
containing class inputs for its implementation. Sin total. 540 fifth grade classes participated in the project from
around Kosovo.
Regional evaluation and selection of the winners. – In the end of 2016 student work was evaluated by an
evaluation panel according to a set of criteria. The panel consisted of various profiles, such as: painters,
parents, school managers, teachers and education officers. After the evaluation of work the winners were
announced. Fifty‐five classes were selected to continue the competition into the second round of the project.
Awards. – The best selected project ideas from all Kosovo regions were awarded. These classes continued with
implementation of school projects based on the needs identified during the joint workshops. Teachers
attended tailor‐made training for designing and implementing school projects. After the training, the teachers
engaged in implementation of the approved project proposals. Implementation of projects commenced in
March 2017. In line with the six‐year tradition of the Kosovision Project, two classes coming from two schools
were randomly selected to spend a “Skiing weekend”. Schools “Dardania” from Pristina and “Naim Frashëri”
from Podujeva were winners for this year. Two classes from these schools spent three days on the Sharr
Mountain, getting to know each other and engaging in diverse activities involving their experiences, culture
and so on.
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Implementatio
on of school projects.
p
– The second phase of the project conttinued with 55
5 winning classes.
c
Theyy
we
ere monitored continuo
ously duringg their imple
ementation of project activities. They
T
were expected
e
to
o
tho
oroughly imp
plement thee activities fo
oreseen during the train
ning worksho
ops organizeed for this purpose.
p
The
e
evaaluation was based on the monito
oring of thee implementtation phase
e, but also based on th
he portfolio
o
preepared by th
he involved students
s
and
d teachers. At
A the end off this phase teachers
t
weere certified for
f 36 hourss
of training. Thee final award
d winning, certification and
a closing event
e
was he
eld with 500
0 participantts in the Red
d
Haall of the You
uth Palace on
n 30 May 201
17. Winners of this year’’s edition we
ere made selected and an
nnounced in
n
thiis event.

nclusion in
n the field
d of educaation
2.2. Increasse social in
The project “In
ncrease sociaal inclusion in
n the field off education” was implem
mented by tw
wo Kosovo orrganisations,,
the
e Kosovo Education Centre and the Bethany Christian Services, and three organisattions from M
Montenegro::
Centre for Democracy and
d Human Riights – CEDEEM, The Ped
dagogical Ceentre of Mo
ontenegro, and
a Children
n
orgganisation. TThe project was implem
mented withiin the “Proggramme of Cross‐Border
C
r Cooperatio
on Kosovo –
Mo
ontenegro 2
2011‐2013” and covers the followin
ng municipalities: Beran
ne, Bijelo Po
olje, Rozhajëë, Ulqin and
d
Podgorica (Mo
ontenegro) an
nd Peja, Gjakkova and Isto
og (Kosovo).
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The overall pro
oject objectivve was to ad
dvance sociall inclusion in the field of education,
e
byy improving institutionall
ressponse and sservices targeeting underrrepresented groups
g
from Roma, Ashkkali, and Egyp
ptian commu
unities.
Pro
oject specificc objectives were
w
to:


Enhance caapacity of civvil society orrganisations engaged
e
in supporting
s
Rima, Ashkali, and Egyptiaan
communitiies to engage
e in a dialogu
ue with educcation institu
utions and to
o better resp
pond to the priority
p
needs of th
hese commu
unities in the field of educcation.



Improve peeer learning and sharing of knowledgge and partn
nership between established civil society
organisatio
ons in the naational level with
w local civvil society organisations from
f
borderr regions, witth the
purpose off supporting efforts for in
nclusion in th
he field of ed
ducation.

The main resullts
The following aactivities were implemen
nted during 2017:
2


The second
d meeting off the Project Coordination Board wass organized to
t discuss pro
ogress in thee project
implementtation.



Two meetings of the in
nformal netw
work of stakeeholders of Roma,
R
Ashkali, and Egyptian commun
nities.



The Needs Assessmentt Report wass distributed to the relevaant stakeholders in Koso
ovo and in Montenegro.



The policy on the role of
o learning centres for prreventing dropping out from
f
schoolss of children of Roma,
Ashkali, an
nd Egyptian communities
c
s was drafted
d and distributed to all project partne
ers.



A training ttitled “Social inclusion – education policies, stand
dards and prractices” wass organised for
f
representaatives of CSO
O‐s included in
i the projecct.



Two new p
project ideas were develo
oped by the group of CSO
O trainees with
w support from
f
expertss engaged
by the projject.



Beneficiaryy schools draafted and implemented their
t
action p
plans. These activities tarrgeted studeents from
four participating schools in the mu
unicipalities of Gjakova, Peja and Isto
og municipalities.



Guidelines for Parents and CSO‐s was
w distributeed to all stakkeholders witth the purpo
ose of promo
oting
inclusion in
n education.



Four training events weere organiseed with paren
nts of Roma,, Ashkali, and
d Egyptian co
ommunities to enhance
nting skills an
nd to promote importancce of educattion for children.
their paren



Various pro
omotion matterials were drafted and distributed regarding prroject activities.
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The closing project ceremony was organised in Ulqin from 4‐6 June 2017. Project achievements were
presented in this project and a list with conclusions and recommendations was drafted and distributed to
all stakeholders.

2.3. Kosovo Academy for Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights
Kosovo Academy for Democracy and Human Rights Education has been operating since 2015. This Academy is
organised annually by the Kosova Education Centre (KEC) in cooperation with the Ministry of Education,
Science and Technology (MEST). Since the beginning of its implementation, the Academy has been supported
by the Office of the Council of Europe (CoE), European Wergeland Centre (EWC) and the University of
Education in Zurich (PHZH). This Academy aims to strengthen capacity of school teams to implement and
promote principles and practices of Human Rights Education (HRE) and Education for Democratic Citizenship
(CDE) in schools and in their communities. Training of school teams is implemented in two phases according to
the programme of the Council of Europe “Learning of democracy and human rights”.
During the first phase of the Academy, school teams consisting of two school representatives (the school
principal and a teacher), a representative of the parents’ association or an NGO engaged in direct cooperation
with the school, participated in a five‐day training. The training addressed various aspects of school life, such
as: the process of instruction, school governance, and inclusion of community in building of partnerships. This
approach encourages active participation of all stakeholders in building an environment in which human rights
can be learnt and practiced. In the second phase the beneficiary schools were provided technical support to
implement in practice the skills obtained during the training. Trainers continued providing support to schools
to implement their school projects, which aimed at promoting HRE in school and in school community.
The training programme “Education for Democracy and Human Rights ‐ EDHR” was accredited by MEST in
2017.
The main results
The following results were achieved during 2017:
1. Successful implementation of school projects in eleven (11) schools around Kosovo, which participated in
the Kosovo Academy for EDHR in 2016. School projects were carried out on various themes, such as
organisation of voluntary work within the school facility to support the Down Syndrome Kosova association of
children, mobilisation of children to support the Association of Pensioners, organisation of debates with
participation of students and adults on the theme of coexistence of religious communities, and so on.
2. Of the 33 participants in the Kosovo Academy for EDHR in 2016, 32 successfully met the certification
criteria. The certification of the 32 participants of the Academy 2016 took place on June 1, 2017.
3. Training of participants within the EDHR Kosovo Academy ‐ edition of 2017. Thirty‐two (32) representatives
of 11 schools participated in the training. Training sessions were organised by international and local trainers.
At the end of the training, all 11 school teams designed a draft project for practical implementation in their
schools based on knowledge and skills gained during the training.
4. Finalisation of the 11 school projects for practical school‐based implementation of the knowledge gained
during the Academy. During the second part of December, teams from the eleven participating schools worked
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together with their trainers to finalise 11 school projects that will be implemented during the January – April
2018 period.

2.4. Together for Equity in Early Childhood
The “Together for Equity in Early Childhood” project started being implemented on 1 September 2016 as a
second phase of the project “TOGETHER – Support for Integration of children of Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian
Communities in Pre‐school Education” and will be completed on 31 August 2018. The project is supported by
the Roma Education Fund.
The project goal is to improve achievement of early childhood education (ECE) and full integration of children of
under‐represented Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian communities in the age of 4‐6 years in four residential areas.
The project also aims to improve skills of these children, strengthening links between parents and pre‐school
institutions, extending integration and outreach of early childhood education services, increasing quality of
teaching and learning, as well as advocating for well‐being, equity and education for the Roma, Ashkali, and
Egyptian children.
The project covers the following four localities: Gracanica, Plemetina (two localities), and Preoc. Main project
components include:
1. Improve access and participation in early childhood mainstream education;
2. Improvement of skills and practices of Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian parents;
3. Improve quality of ECE provision;
4. Advocacy for rights and equity for Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian children at the local and central level.
The main results
During 2017, the project provided daily support for 97 children age of 4‐6 years to successfully complete
respective programmes in pre‐school and pre‐primary institutions. During the registration period for the
school year 2017/2018, the project provided support for registration and for obtaining personal documents to:


35 children age of 4‐5 years in pre‐school education,



61 children of age 5‐6 years in pre‐primary education,



70 children of age 6‐7 years in the first grade of primary school.

The registration support included: obtaining the health certificate, arranging meetings with health clinics,
support to obtain birth certificates from municipalities, arranging meetings with school directors, organizing
awareness raising meetings with parents, etc.
Within the first project component, project mediators in Plementina, Graçanica, and Preoc continue to escort
children daily to their pre‐school classes. The mediators are trained to work on a daily basis with children,
parents, teachers, and all other target groups in order to facilitate integration and improvement of
performance of the beneficiary children. During 2017 alone, 502 family visits were carried out in the four
project localities.
Meetings with teachers and school directors are organised on a weekly basis. Mediators meet with the
teachers daily or several times a week, whereas project coordinators meet with them based on the needs of
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ind
dividual child
dren. The pu
urpose of these meetinggs is to provvide close co
ooperation th
hat will allow
w for betterr
participation and support for
f children in these scho
ools.
The project haas organised a research into the perrformance of children beenefiting fro
om the projeect. The firstt
part of the ressearch was completed
c
during the reporting perio
od (2017), whereas
w
the complete reeport will be
e
finalised in Jaanuary 2018
8. The purpose of the research iss to inform on the pro
oject accom
mplishments,,
chaallenges, and
d new areass for improveed outreach and perform
mance in early childhood
d developmeent not onlyy
by the children
n benefiting from
f
the pro
oject.
Activities targeeting parents of children
n supported by the projject are orgaanised on a weekly basis. Mothers,,
orgganized with
hin the activvity “Your story”, meet once a week to exchange experiences with each‐other, to
o
leaarn new pleaasant games they can plaay with theirr children, and read and borrow boo
oks with talees to read to
o
the
eir children at home. Du
uring 2017 alone,
a
97 such sessions were organiised within project
p
activvities in fourr
loccalities.
Ap
part from theese, there is library in each locality providing didactic toys for children off 2‐8 years of age, which
h
parents can borrow for th
heir children
n. During 20
017, in averaage 86 pare
ents borrowe
ed toys or books
b
everyy
mo
onth. There aare 98 members in the fo
our libraries. The projectt organised 38
3 sessions with
w four parrent clubs in
n
the
e four localitties. The theemes of these sessions covered a w
wide range, such
s
as: feeding in earlyy childhood,,
infformation on
n health and education, increased interaction beetween Roma and non‐R
Roma parents and so on..
Besides, various other acctivities weree organised outside of the localities to particcipate in pro
ojections off
documentary movies
m
on education isssues and wattching moviees in the cin
nema (to som
me parents this
t was the
e
firsst such experience).

The project is implemented through cllose cooperaation with th
he Balkan Sunflowers Kosova (in threee locations))
and the Voice of Roma, Ashkali
A
and Egyptians
E
(in
n one locatio
on). The NG
GO‐s provide
e space in th
heir learningg
cen
ntres for thee implementtation of pro
oject activitiies, such as meetings with
w parents and children, providingg
spaace for the liibrary, as weell as for coo
operation bettween mediaators. Duringg this period an expert teeam was sett
up who organised three meetings
m
forr the development of eaarly childhoo
od policies that
t
aim to identify and
d
pro
ovide alternaatives for development of
o policies at the local and central levvel.
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2.5. EU SIMRAES 2
The project for Support of the Implementation of the Strategy for Integration of Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian
Communities 2 – Education and Integration (further in this report: EU SIMRAES 2), started to be implemented
on 1 April 2016. The EU SIMRAES 2 project is implemented by the Kosovo Foundation on Open Society (KFOS)
and the Kosova Education Centre (KEC) in cooperation with six local partners. The specific project objective is
to provide equal access for Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian children in pre‐primary, primary and high‐school
education by improving registration, attendance and performance of children through community base and
financial support.
The main results
All project activities started and were implemented as planned. Modifications of activities during the first year
of implementation resulted in achieving all project indicators already in the first year of implementation. For
illustration, at the pre‐primary level, which the main focus of the project, there is already 92 % of attendance,
that is, out of 195 identified children, 179 are already attending education in this level. At the primary school
level too, there is an increase of 13% to achieve 91.62% of enrolment compared to the project baseline of
78.7%. The project also provides specific activities targeting repatriated children, in particular those coming
from the western countries. So far, over 80 % of repatriated children have returned to school, which was
originally planned to be achieved as a final project indicator. The project has also achieved a high transition
rate from grade 9 to high school. Thanks to intervention by learning centres in the respective localities and the
grants provided by the project, there is already a transition rate of 77%. The scholarship and mentoring
programme has resulted in a 97 % persistence rate by the project beneficiaries. Namely, only 14 students,
from among 500 winners of bursaries given by all donors, dropped out of school during the 2016/17 school
year. The majority of the 14 drop‐outs received their bursary from MEST. This bursary is allocated in one
instalment in the beginning and, as a result, students do not feel the obligation to attend schooling. On the
other hand, the other donors have provided their bursaries in instalments and tied them with regular school
attendance. The only indicator that has not marked any improvement during the 2017/18 school year is the
one on average grade (scores) in compulsory education. Already during 2017, the project designed activities
that aim to improve student performance in the process of instruction.
During the reporting period, visits were organised to 10 learning centres1 and partner municipalities,2 together
with various awareness raising and intercultural activities. Support for student homework, considered to be
one of the more important project activities, continued to be implemented according to the Step by Step
methodology. This activity employs at least three full‐time facilitators or six part‐time facilitators depending on
the needs of the Centre and the number of children supported. Children are supported by volunteers or tutors
of learning centres. The EU SIMRAES project also provides logistical support to facilitate attendance in school
and learning centre activities. During the reporting period, the following activities were organised:

1

Jeta e Re (Prizren), Pirane village (Prizren), Learning Centre in Plementin, Social Work Centre in Plementin,(Obiliq), Gurrakoc, Serbobran (Istog), Lagjja e
Romëve – Roma Neighbourhood (Mitrovicë), Lagjja e Romëve ‐ Roma Neighbourhood (Rahovec), Fidan Lahu (Fushë Kosovë), and Brekoc vollage
(Gjakovë)
2
Prizren, Mitrovicë, Gjakovë, Fushë Kosovë, Obiliq, Istog and Rahovec
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a) 1500 schoo
ol packages were distrib
buted instead
d of the originally planneed 800; nam
mely, the projject met the
e
identified needs
n
for sch
hool pack of all children in the targett localities;
b) Every mon
nth half a fo
ood ration is
i distributed
d to every child attend
ding instructtion supportt in learningg
centres;
c) Didactic materials weree distributed
d to each learning centree;
d) Besides thee renovation
n of the learn
ning centre in Plemetin aand Rahovec, the projectt carried out three majorr
renovation
ns and provid
ded central heating
h
to leaarning centres that did not
n have this system befo
ore.
‐

Renovaation of the learning cen
ntre in Brekocc and installaation of centtral heating

‐

Renovaation of the learning cen
ntre in Fushë Kosovë

‐

Renovaation of the learning cen
ntre in Plemeetin village

‐

Installaation of centtral heating in the satellitte class in the learning ce
entre in Raho
ovec.

The project alsso organised various training for the staff of the learning cen
ntres, teachers and paren
nts of Roma,,
Ashkali, and Eggyptian children.


“Step by Sttep” trainingg – advanced level for thee staff of ten
n learning cen
ntres, organiised for seveen groups
with 147 participants (86 female an
nd 61 male). Of these, 11
16 participan
nts were certtified (77 fem
male and 39
male).



Training aggainst discrim
mination “Education for social
s
justicee” (ESJ), whicch involved 286
2 trainees (181 female
oject staff
and 105 male), of whicch 235 (148 female
f
and 87
8 male) werre certified. After
A
the training, the pro
monitored 76 teacherss, working wiith community children, in ten schoo
ols to monito
or level of
implementtation of training activitiees, cooperation with parents, inclusio
on of childreen and schoo
ol activities
in fighting discriminatio
on.



Mediator ttraining involved 37 partiicipants (21 female
f
and 1
16 male) and
d was implem
mented acco
ording to the
programme developed
d by the Balkan Sunflowe
ers Kosova.



Training off learning cen
ntre coordinators for meeasuring perfformance based on perfo
ormance indicators
according tto the logical frameworkk approach.
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Monitoring of learning centres started in February 2017 to continue until December 2017. In this context,
coordinators, facilitators and tutors in each learning centre were regularly monitored to ensure quality of
education activities with children. Aspects that were monitored and the respective recommendation for
improvement, included the following: use of textbooks and materials, communication with children,
cooperation with parents and schools to in order to align education activities, conditions in which activities
take place and so on. In total, 137 monitoring visits were organised. Monitoring will continue in the next
reporting year, with two visits a month to every learning centre.
The project foresees monitoring of 100 out of the total of 200 bursary winners supported by the project.
During the school year 2016/17, between January and June 2017, the mentoring programme supported 112
beneficiary high school students in the municipalities of Gjakovë, Prizren and Istog. For the school year
2017/18, the mentoring programme started on 1 November 2017 providing support for 114 students in the
same municipalities. The programme is implemented through high school teachers, engaged as mentors, who
advise students regarding their attendance, performance, and career and who keep in close contact with their
parents, school and community to make sure that the set project objectives are fully accomplished.

2.6. Prevention of violence against children
The project “Prevention of violence against children,” which is supported by the UNICEF Office in Kosovo,
started with implementation in February 2017. The main purpose of this project is to create safe and friendly
environments in schools, by disseminating and implementing the Protocol for Prevention and Reference of
Violence in Institutions of Pre‐university Education in Kosovo. The project has set three main outcomes:
Outcome 1: Improvement of child protection mechanisms in 26 schools in 11 municipalities by implementing
the Protocol
Outcome 2: Until the end of the project, capacity of municipal education officers has been built to monitor and
support schools for the implementation of the Protocol.
Outcome 3: Until the end of the project, capacity of 10 CSO‐s active in the field of child protection has been
advanced to support the implementation of the Protocol.
The main results
During 2017, the following activities were organise:


Two training events were organised for the implementation of the Protocol in schools targeted by the
project. There fifty participants from the school community (directors, psychologists, pedagogues, and
teachers) attending these trainings.



Two training events were organised in the field of Peer Mediation for schools supported by the project.
Eight schools were involved in these events. Each school was represented by seven participants in the
training (5 students and two teachers).



Ten persons were selected through a public call to participate in a training of trainer (ToT) programme.
The training lasted for ten intensive training days and two more days of consultations and planning
activities. Trainers who participated in the ToT events were also engaged in training efforts organised in
schools. This activity was developed with the support from the German organisation forumZFD.
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Training materials, including guidelines, presentations and leaflets were consolidated in a document that
was distributed to all trainers. This material will be disseminated to all schools participating in project
activities.



During the project implementation period, all selected schools were visited by the project staff with the
purpose of providing support/monitoring, additional information or other forms of support. Each visit was
followed by a brief report containing concrete recommendations for schools.



From the outset, the project provided a safety expert to the schools in the Municipality of Pristina. The
expert engaged in occasional visits of schools in the municipality to assess safety level in schools and to
provide advice based on the School Safety Platform, a document drafted by the MED of Pristina and
approved by the Municipal Assembly.



The project developed three indicators on school violence based ion the UNESCO methodology for drafting
of indicators. This activity was followed by a range of advocacy activities targeting MEST representatives,
as a result of which the three indicators on school violence were included in the MEST list of education
indicators.

An important achievement of the project during this period was also the accord reached between a number of
organisations and partners active in the field of prevention of school violence with the purpose of building a
shared approach to the issue. It is worth pointing out the agreement with the Peer Education Network (PEN)
organisation and the NGO “Mundësia” (Eng.: Opportunity) for implementation of joint activities in a number of
municipalities. Apart from this, a similar agreement was reached with the SOS organisation for implementation
of joint activities in four schools of the Municipality of Pristina.

2.7. Promotion and protection of the rights of the child (PPCR)
This project goal is to empower local communities to improve child protection measures by raising awareness,
mediation and peaceful settlement of conflicts. Through this, the project aims to contribute to creating child
friendly and violence free environments in schools of Kosovo through foreseen activities of civil society
organisations and local communities serving for promoting rights of the children. The project is implemented
by KEC and forumZFD, starting from 1st April 2017. The project activities synergise with those of the project on
“Prevention of violence against children” (see 2.6).
The main results
During the first year of its implementation, most of the project activities were of preparatory nature. The main
results are presented below.
Setting up of an online platform for raising awareness on the rights of children and measure for their
protection. – Since the very first day of the project activities an online platform was created to increase
awareness on child rights and on measures for their protection. The Platform aims to provide regularly
updated information regarding the project and will be fed by reader friendly information materials dedicated
to teachers, children and the wider public, including leaflets, brochures, video‐clips and other materials in the
field of protection of child rights.
Development of information materials for children, parents and the wider public. – A range of materials has
been designed dedicated to communicate with children, teachers, parents and the wider public on the theme
of children’s rights and protection of children, which can be adapted for various contexts in the country. As
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part of the pro
oject activitiees convenien
nt materials were develo
oped for use
e by teacherss, parents, students and
d
the
e wider public. The activity was carried out by exxperts in the field. The exxperts were selected
s
bassed on termss
of reference an
nd a project open call forr applications.
Organisation o
of the media contest on the best article on the
t theme of
o child righ
hts. – Startin
ng from the
e
ide
entified need
d and relevance of increaasing media coverage of the situation with the riights of the children
c
and
d
pro
otection of their rights, a public competition wass organised aas a means to
o engage me
edia in awareeness raisingg
acttivities. The action
a
was organised
o
by making an open
o
call for the best wrritten/publish
hed media article duringg
2017. The activvity was orgaanised in closse cooperation with the Coalition of NGOs for Ch
hild Protectio
on in Kosovo
o
(KO
OMF) and a sseparate pan
nel selected the winner. In the end a joint event was organiseed to award the winningg
artticle. The win
nners of thiss call were: Saranda
S
Buju
upi‐ Rama/KLLAN KOSOVA
A; Agan Hajdarhoxha/KLA
AN KOSOVA;;
Edona Kutleshii/KOHA DITO
ORE; Vullnet Krasniqi/INSSAJDERI; and Dafina Halili/KOSOVO 2.0
Selection of 10
0 local NGO‐ss to work witth 40 schools in rural areeas. The projject called on
n local NGO‐‐s to supportt
sch
hool commu
unities and to
o implementt measures for
f efficient protection of
o the rights of the childrren focusingg
on peer mediaation and peaceful conflict resolutiion. The prroject targetted a group
p of 40 prim
mary schoolss
loccated in ruraal areas serviing commun
nities with lim
mited accesss to basic serrvices such as
a health and
d education,,
poor public inffrastructure,, lack of sports and cultu
ural facilitiess, limited em
mployment opportunities
o
s and so on..
Eacch applicant was seekingg partnership
p with at least four rural schools in the area to im
mplement a project ideaa
related to prottection of child rights thrrough peer mediation
m
an
nd peaceful conflict
c
resollution. The fiinal decision
n
on the winnin
ng NGO‐s waas brought only
o
after a thorough review
r
of eaach applicatiion. The listt of winnerss
inccluded the following NG
GO‐s: The Ceentre for Advanced Stud
dies FIT, CDK
KD, Educatio
on Comes First, Women
n
Asssociation “FEMINAE”, CR
RPK, Mundëësia (Eng.: Op
pportunity), IZHI, CIPOF,, Shpresa e Jetës
J
(Hope of Life) and
d
Qe
eshu‐Smile.

Aftter the selection of succcessful app
plicants, two
o planning workshops
w
w
were
organissed to support them in
n
developing acttion plans and to inform them about the process of monitorin
ng. The conttracts with eaach selected
d
NG
GO were sign
ned and KEC
C and Forum ZFD are responsible forr the implem
mentation of activities caarried out byy
the
e NGO‐s and schools sele
ected by the project.
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3. NETWORKING AND PARTICIPATION IN POLICY‐MAKING
3.1. Kosovo Education and Employment Network (KEEN)
In December 2015, the Kosova Education Centre (KEC) started implementation of the project “Kosovo
Education and Employment Network ‐ KEEN”, supported by the Office of the European Union in Kosovo. The
KEEN project is implemented by a strategic coalition of four civil society organisations (Balkan Sunflowers
Kosova ‐ BSFK, Employment Promotion Agency Kosovo ‐ APPK, Academy of Training and Technical Assistance ‐
ATTA and Stichting SPARK) that are active in the fields of education, employment and social policies. The
project aims to improve employability of under‐represented groups in Kosovo by including them in policy
development, decision‐making and in monitoring of their implementation at the central and local level
authorities. KEEN also aims to align and facilitate linkages between education and training programmes with
the demands of the labour market. The project duration is until December 2019, namely 48 months (28
December 2015 – 28 December 2019).
The main results
Below are presented the main project results during 2017, structured by expected outcomes.
Expected outcome 1: Improvement of capacity of civil society organisations for participation in policy making
and in monitoring of their implementation.


Based on the capacity building plan developed during the first year of project implementation, KEEN
organised ten (10) capacity building events of the civil society organisations in the field of policy
development and monitoring, advocacy and project management. Training was divided in thematic and
organisational training. In this regard, five thematic training events were organised with participants from
project partner organisations and with representatives of other civil society organisations in Kosovo. In
total, 41 participants from eight CSO‐s participated in these events, with 17 of them male and 24 female.
Another five training events were organised in the field of organisational aspects with participants from
the project partner organisations. There were 19 participants in these training events – five male and 14
female.
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The fourth study visit was
w organiseed in Vienna, Austria, durring which paarticipants go
ot the opporrtunity to
visit variou
us civil societty organisatio
ons active in the fields off education, employment and social policies and
to witness various Austtrian practicees allowing for
f participattion of civil society
s
in pollicy‐making.

Exp
pected outco
ome 2: Enco
ourage particcipation of civil
c society organisation
o
s in develop
ping policies / legislation
n
at the central aand local leveel by providing their inpu
uts.


A group off five expertss was set up to
t support th
he Ministry of
o Labour and Social Wellfare (MLSW) in
reviewing iits Sector Strrategy and fo
or drafting its Plan of Acttion. The Straategy was reeviewed and the final
draft was submitted
s
in the Ministryy for further approval.



KEEN organ
nised a round table discu
ussion to add
dress the issu
ue of non‐incclusion of the Egyptian community
c
in the Com
mmunity Strattegy. The KEEEN project, together
t
witth KOSINT prroject, organised a numb
ber of
planning w
workshops wiith representtatives of civvil society orgganisations for
f the purpo
ose of drafting the
Administraative Instructtion.



KEEN supp
ported the prrocess of devvelopment of Local Educaation Develo
opment Planss and Local Plans
P
of
Action for inclusion of Roma, Ashkaali, and Egyp
ptian communities in 12 municipalitie
m
es of Kosovo. However,
due to the occurrence of local electtions, only lo
ocal action plans in six municipalities were appro
oved, with
another sixx plans in thee process of approval in six
s other mu
unicipalities. As a result, education development
plans weree approved in
n five municiipalities: Gjakova, Prizren
n, Peja, Gjilan and Pristin
na. On the otther hand,
the local acction plan fo
or inclusion of
o the Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian community waas only appro
oved by the
Municipalitty of Lipjan.

Exp
pected outccome 3: Inclusion of civvil society orrganisations in monitoring of key policies
p
at th
he local and
d
cen
ntral level in the field of education an
nd employm
ment.


Monitoringg teams weree established
d for monito
oring of KESP and the Straategy for Com
mmunities consisting of
civil societyy activities engaged in th
he fields of education and
d inclusion of
o Roma, Ashkali, and Egyyptian
communitiies in Kosovo
o. Monitoringg frameworkks were desiggned for monitoring of im
mplementation of KESP
PSAK 2017
7 – 2021 and the Strategyy for Inclusio
on of Roma, Ashkali,
A
and Egyptian com
mmunities in
n the
Kosovo Socciety 2017 – 2021.
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The monitoring report was drafted on the implementation of the Strategy for Communities 2017. See item
3.2. for more information.



The monitoring report was drafted on the implementation of KESP 2017, which was also translated into
English and Serbian languages.



Starting from the purpose of this component, which is to monitor the three national strategies (including
the MLSW Sector Strategy, which is still in the process of approval by the Kosovo Government), the
Project decided to draft a progress report for the field of employment and social welfare, which is based
mainly, but not inly, on the previous Sector Strategy. The Report was drafted and translated into English
language.



KEEN has established the Advocacy Council, consisting of the representatives of member organisations, as
well as other organisations engaged in advocacy activities. The Council has identified a number of fields as
opportunities for advocacy initiatives.

Expected outcome 4: Encourage participation of civil society organisations in the development of policies /
legislation at central and local level by providing their inputs for the improvement of linkages between
vocational education and training programmes with the needs of the labour market.


KEEN drafted and published two studies: 1) An analysis of the skills gas in the wood processing sector in
Kosovo: A special focus on the workers for installation and operation of wood processing machines; 2) An
analysis of the skills gap in the construction sector in Kosovo: A special focus on workers for laying and
finalisation of concrete and similar.

3.2. Kosovo Inclusion Initiative ‐ KOSINT 2020
The KOSINT 2020 project aims to improve access of the Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian communities in
education, employment, and social welfare, by contributing to the fulfilling of Kosovo Government pledges by
implementing sector reforms focused in education, employment, and social welfare. The monitoring of
implementation of these reforms and influencing the process of policy development and budget planning are
the main lines of action through which the KOSINT coalition of implementing partners aims to make sure for
the implementation of these policies that would finally result in inclusion of Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian
communities in the Kosovo society. KOSINT 2020 is implemented by a coalition lead by the Kosova Education
Centre (KEC), in cooperation with Balkan Sunflowers Kosova (BSFK), Roma & Ashkali Documentation Centre
(RADC) and Syri i Vizionit (Eng. Eye of Vision). This project works closely with the Kosovo Education and
Employment Network (KEEN), and with institutional stakeholders, such as Office of Goof Governance (OGG),
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST), etc.
The overall objective of the project is to improve access of the Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian communities in
education and employment by strengthening the dialogue between the Civil Society (CS) and the Government
of Kosovo (GoK).The goal is to contribute to the Government of Kosovo to meet its pledges regarding the
inclusion of these communities in our society. KOSINT 2020 project started to be implemented in January
2017, and will be completed in January 2020.
The main results
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Below are pressented the main
m results of
o the KOSINT project, orrganised by its main com
mponents.
Component 1: Building of capacity of civil
s (CSO) for participation
c society organisation
o
p
n in monitoriing of sectorr
refforms, development of policies
p
and budget
b
plann
ning;
KO
OSINT 2020 has established an info
ormal netwo
ork of CSO‐ss engaged in
n working with
w
Roma, Ashkali,
A
and
d
Egyyptian comm
munities in Kosovo. Apaart from fou
ur implemen
nting partners, KOSINT Network consists of sixx
oth
her organisaations: VoRAE, Nevo Kon
ncepti, RROG
GRAEK, The Ideas
I
Partneership, BRAN
N and Health for All. The
e
KO
OSINT Netwo
ork operates based on the regulation approved jo
ointly by all members.
m
Du
uring 2017, the
t Networkk
approved the sstrategy for internal and
d external co
ommunicatio
on, as well as the proced
dure for seleection of the
e
rep
presentativees of the Nettwork for paarticipation regional
r
meeetings organ
nised by the Roma Integgration 2020
0
(RI2020).
In close coopeeration with the KEEN project, four thematic training
t
eveents were orrganised forr building off
cap
pacity in straategic and bu
udget planning, policy de
evelopment, research meethods, advo
ocacy and monitoring. In
n
tottal, 74 staff members
m
of the KOSINT 2020 partneer organisatiions, membe
er organisations of KOSIN
NT Network,,
as well as from
m various CS organisation
o
s engaged in
n working with Roma, Ashkali, and Eggyptian comm
munities.

Du
uring 2017, rrepresentativves of KOSIN
NT participated in five various
v
regio
onal events organised by
b RI2020 in
n
sevveral countrries of the region
r
and of
o Europe. These
T
meetings and wo
orkshops pro
ovided oppo
ortunities to
o
excchange expeerience with various regio
onal organisaations working with com
mmunities.
All KOSINT prroject activitties are pub
blished on the
t
internett web‐page (www.kosin
nt2020.net) and on the
e
Faccebook projeect page (htttps://www.faacebook.com
m/KOSINT2020/).
Component 2: Monitoringg by CSO‐s of
o sector refo
orms regarding pledges of the Koso
ovo Governm
ment for the
e
inttegration of R
Roma, Ashkaali, and Egypttian communities.
In cooperation
n with the KEEEN project, monitoring frameworkss were developed for monitoring off the Kosovo
o
Education Straategic Plan 2017‐2021
2
(K
KESP, compo
onent of com
mmunities) and
a of the Strategy
S
for Inclusion off
Ro
oma, Ashkali,, and Egyptiian Commun
nities in thee Kosovo Socciety 2017‐2
2021 (the co
omponent off education,,
em
mployment and
a
social welfare).
w
Monitoring te
eams, which
h consisted of field reesearchers from amongg
me
embers of R
Roma and Eggyptian communities, en
ngaged in co
ollecting datta and their processing. Monitoringg
exp
perts complleted their monitoring reports, wh
hich are being translate
ed into Engllish, Serbian
n and Romaa
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languages. The reports in these languages will be printed and distributed to relevant stakeholders and will be
used for promotion purpose. At the same time, they will be published in respective virtual platforms.
Component 3: CSO support for implementation of sector policies and the budget planning process in the best
interest of Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian communities.
A group consisting of experts in the field of community education, in cooperation with the members of the
KOSINT Network, the KEEN project and other CSO‐s, organised public debates related to setting up of a formal
structure to support the work of the learning centres active in providing services for children of these
communities. After drafting the framework document for regulating operations of the learning centres, the
group engaged in advocacy activities for approval of a formal document for formal functioning of learning
centres. The proposal was presented to the MEST and was approved on 25 August 2017 as Administrative
Instruction No. 12/2017 on Setting up and Functioning of Learning Centres, which set out criteria for
establishing and operation of learning centres, staff qualifications, principles of work, accountability, etc. A
team of experts was set up to contribute to the policy reform in the field of employment and social welfare
and a public discussion was held that proposed solutions for encouraging employment and improvement of
the social welfare scheme.
Overall, there is already a consolidated cooperation platform in operation bringing together civil society
organisation working with Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptian communities and organisations engaged in the field of
human rights, children, women, health issues, and so on. Besides, there is an increased communication
between CSO‐s and an improved coordination between them on similar or joint activities, thus economising on
time and resources and avoiding duplication of efforts.

4. INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS
Activities related to information and publication are present in all KEC projects. Below we present main
achievements in this component at the level of organisation:
Managing the KEC profile on Facebook – During 2017, activities developed by KEC were regulated presented
on the KEC Facebook profile, followed by pictures and images. The KEC Facebook profile has about 8,000
followers, 6500 of which are organic and 1500 as part of sponsorships. The average reach has increased from
15,000 profiles last year to 30,000 profiles a month during 2017. The KEC page this year was were more
interactive and efforts were made to respond to every request or inquiry made by followers.
Management of the KEC web‐page – Throughout the reporting year the KEC web‐page was updated on
occasions of new projects or completion of the previous ones. All activities were documented, whereas new
drafted and approved documents were all published on the web‐page. During 2017 alone, the KEC web‐page
had 48,000 visitors, with 75 % of them being new visitors and 25 % returning visitors. There were in average
4,000 visitors a month, but in cases when there were calls for application, the number of visitors would
increase up to 9000 per month.
Organisation of events – The unit engaged in organising various events and conferences held during 2017,
including booking of the venue, contacting of the media, sending out invitations and programme agendas, and
32

preparation of promotion materials. A special event organised during the reporting year was organisation of
the Tuesday Salon organised in cooperation with the D4D organisation on the occasion of the International
Education Day. There were around 120 participants in the Salon.
Preparation and printing of materials – During this year numerous information and promotion materials were
printed on KEC projects. The materials included banners of different formats and sizes, leaflets, posters, USB‐s,
and various project reports.
Maintaining regular contact with the media regarding KEC activities – This year we saw a good coverage by
media of the KEC events. All conferences that were organised during 2017 were covered by the media. KEC
representatives participated in a number of TV shows that focused on education in general, with a more
notable focus on the PISA results. The beginning of the ASSET project drew significant attention of the media.
The call for best article within the PPCR project also enjoyed good media coverage.

5. NON‐PUBLIC SCHOOL "MILENIUMI I TRETË" (ENG. “THE THIRD
MILLENIUM”)
The “Third Millenium” school continued catering to a solid number of students during 2017, despite the
growing competition. In march 2017, for the first time, the school organised the external student assessment
online, which provided much more reliable results: copying during the testing was eliminated as a result of
randomly chosen test questions, test administration significantly improved, there was much more efficient use
of time during the testing process, significant amount of paper was saved, and processing of students’ scores
were sent promptly to students via emails. Besides, the Project Based Learning Week was organised as a spring
camp in Albania – resulting in numerous high quality products and deliverables of student team‐work.
The school participated in the national mathematics test – Kangaroo – and four students from the school were
ranked among the 70 best students in Kosovo, who are now continuing with learning activities within the
“Atom” project of talented students. Starting from July 2017, the school organised training of its entire
teaching staff in “Implementation of the new curriculum” through careful planning of global learning within
curricular areas; the workshop “Use of technology in student assessment – online testing,” was organised by
trainers selected from among school staff; the workshop “Face”, related to social justice; “Introduction to
school experiments” was organised in the field of sciences and so on.
Recently, the school won the British Council project “21st Century Schools” through which the schools received
30 Micro Bit pieces of equipment as a grant. Teachers were trained to use them and to apply basic skills in
their teaching: critical thinking and problem solving and digital skills.
At the same time, during the reporting period the planning group at the school level worked on drafting the
School Development Plan. The main challenges identified during the needs assessment phase were turned into
the following strategic objectives:


Enhanced leadership and increased accountability;



Professionally developed teaching;



Quality teaching and deep learning;



Committed students to work; and



A collaborative culture and a safe working environment.
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The main results
Despite numerous challenges, school departments achieved a number of results in the field of quality
assurance:


Successful implementation of the new curriculum in grades one, five and ten;



Development of annual, bi‐monthly and daily lessons plans in line with the new curriculum;



Full implementation of the syllabus in the vast majority of the subjects and curricular areas;



Systematic and diverse student assessment and evaluation of teachers’ performance;



Supplying all fifth‐graders with tablets; setting up of resources centres to supply students with learning
resources;



Readiness and commitment on the part of the majority of students for active and creative engagement
in the process of instruction;



Students have actively engaged in and developed their critical thinking, research skills and learning by
doing;



Close cooperation between teachers and class‐masters made possible for early and preventive
measures to be taken in a number of cases;



Anthropometric measurements were carried out for all students together with systematic medical
check‐ups followed by lectures and presentations on health and educational issues;



Signing of a new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the PASCH project. Since November
2017, the school has transferred its cooperation from the Goethe Institute Office in Belgrade to the
Goethe Institute Office in Skopje.



Implementation of a multi‐media workshop with 30 students with two experts of PASCH. Students
wrote scripts in German language and acted them on the scene; they also filmed short movies, which
were published on the school web‐page.



A number of events were organised to mark important days, and on educational issues; visits were
organised to various institutions; numerous presentation were made by parents and humanitarian
activities were organised by the school charity club;



Presentations were organised regularly within the school departments on various issues as part of the
teacher professional development programmes; they were published on the Drive for further
utilisation by teachers;



Online journals were made fully functional for the following aspects: assessment, homework, study,
attending courses in foreign languages, participation in activities of various clubs, student feedback,
keeping evidence for make‐up classes and as a database for professional development;



Enhancing utilisation of technology by students of grades 4‐5, M‐Coders club, and so on.
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6. CERTIFICATION FOR ISO 9001:2015
The process for development of the quality management system in KEC started in June 2016 and ended in July
2017 with the certification for ISO 9001:2015 by an accredited certification body. The scope of the certification
includes:
“Design, development, management and implementation of training projects and programmes in the field of
education, human rights, youth and social services.”
To meet the certification standards, nine new operation procedures were developed:
PR‐01 Control of documents,
PR‐02 Control of registration,
PR‐03 Corrective actions,
PR‐04 Preventive measures,
PR‐06 Technical and technological maintenance,
PR‐07 Internal auditing,
PR‐09 Project management,
PR‐10 Training management,
PR‐11 Staff recruitment.
Besides, four operation guidelines were drafted:
UP‐1 Code of conduct and Staff Manual,
UP‐2 Financial Procedure Guidelines,
UP‐3 Travel regulation,
UP‐4 Guidelines for procurement procedures.
Procedures and guidelines introduced new quality assurance practices in the operations of KEC, such as: risk
analysis at the level of organisation and its units, measurement of client satisfaction, significant changes in the
staff recruitment, etc. All these were consolidated in the “Quality manual,” which presents the key document
for quality assurance. Besides, KEC staff is regularly updated with the new procedures and guidelines and is
trained for their implementation. After the certification, significant improvements were made to documents in
order to meet the special requirements of the contract with USAID for the implementation of the ASSET
programme; the most improvements were made in the financial and procurement procedures. Consequently,
at the end of 2017, all procedures and guidelines were reviewed and respective changes were done to them.
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Annex: Number of persons certified by training programme
Code

Title

Number of
participants

Training
hours

002
005
011
036

Planning of school projects
Reading and Writing for Critical Thinking (RWCT)
Step by Step (Advanced training – the first grade)
Education for social justice – Adult and child
activities
Kosovision Contest – Training of teachers
Kosovision Contest – Training of teachers (Phase 2)

264
74
134
138

16
120
40
32

4,224
8,880
5,360
4,416

98
93
30
18
849

24
36

2,352
3,348
1,800
432
30,812

060
065
069
071

Education for Democracy and Human Rights
School Development Plan

36

60
24

Total
hours

